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SUBJECT: MALAYSIAN STUDENTS ORGANIZE YOUTH ACTION FRONT 

1. SUMMARY: THE NATIONAL UNION OE MALAYSIAN STUDENTS (NUMS) 

HAS SET UP AN ACTION FRONT TO DEAL WITH QUOTE NATIONAL AND INTER- 
NATIONAL ISSUES AFEECTING THE COUNTRY UNQUOTE. NEW ACTION FRONT 
REPRESENTS ATTEMPT BY STUDENTS TO ORGANIZE EOR POLITICAL AND 
SOCIAL ACTION PLUS NATIONALIZATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES GOM 
WHICH UNTIL NOW HAS UNOBTRUSIVELY EXERCISED CONTROL OVER STUDENT 
ACTIVISM MAY FEEL IMPELLED TO BLOCK NEW FRONT. CRUNCH WILL 

COME WHEN FRONT TRIES TO REGISTER WITH REGISTRAR OF SOCIETIES. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. NATIONAL UNION OE MALAYSIAN STUDENTS (NUMS OF PKPM) TOGETHER 
WITH NATIONAL UNION OE MUSLIM STUDENTS (NUMMS OR PKPIM) AND 
FEDERATION OE PENINSULAR MALAY STUDENTS (GPMS) HAS ANNOUNCED 
FORMATION OF A STUDENT ACTION FRONT TO COORDINATE ACTION ON 
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REPRESENT 40,000 COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY STUDENTS THROUGHOUT 
THE COUNTRY. 

3. NUMS LEADER, ACTING AS SPOKESMAN EOR NEW ERONT, CALLED UPON 
THE GOVERNMENT TO FIGHT INELATION BY: (I) SETTING UP A SYSTEM 

OE PRICE CONTROLS; (2) CHANGING THE EXPORT-ORIENTED NATURE 
OE THE MALAYSIAN ECONOMY; AND (3) NATIONALIZING NATURAL 
RESOURCES. IN CALLING EOR THE NATIONALIZATION NUMS PRESIDENT 
MADE THE POINT THAT COMPENSATION SHOULD BE CONSIDRED BY THE 
GOVERNMENT AND THAT NUMS WAS NOT ADVOCATING THE CONEISCATION OF 
PROPERTY. 

4. GOM HAS NOT YET REACTED TO EORMATION OF NEW ERONT, BUT, 

SINCE EVENTS IN THAILAND, GOM OEEICIALS DEALING WITH STUDENTS 
HAVE EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER LEFT-WING INFLUENCE IN STUDENT 
MOVEMENT. GOM'S UNIVERSITIES AND UNIVERSITY COLLEGES ACT 
STATES QUOTE NO STUDENTS' COUNCIL, EACULTY STUDENTS ORGANIZA- 
TION OR ANY BODY OR GROUP OE STUDENTS OF A UNIVERSITY SHALL 
HAVE ANY AEEILIATION WITH, OR SHALL DO ANYTHING WHICH CAN BE 
CONSTRUED AS EXPRESSING SUPPORT, SYMPATHY OR OPPOSITION TO ANY 
POLITICAL PARTY... UNQUOTE. NEW ACTION ERONT APPEARS TO BE 
OVERTLY POLITICAL AND GOM MAY REFUSE TO REGISTER IT ON GROUNDS 
IT VIOLATES ACT. 

5. COMMENT; STAYING POWER OE NEW STUDENT GROUP MUST BE 
CONSIDERED DUBIOUS, EVEN WITHOUT A FRONTAL ATTACK BY THE 
GOVERNMENT, IN THAT IT REPRESENTS MANY DIFEERENT FACTIONS 
INCLUDING RADICAL UNIVERSITY OE MALAYA STUDENTS' UNION AND 
RELATIVELY MODERATE UNIVERSITY KEBANGSAAN (NATIONAL UNIVERSITY) 
STUDENTS' UNION. KEBANGSAAN AND MARA INSTITUTE OE TECHNOLOGY 
STUDENT LEADERS HAVE SO EAR ASSUMED PUBLIC LEADERSHIP ROLE 
WITH RADICALS REMAINING IN THE BACKGROUND. BECAUSE OE UNEASE 
OVER EVENTS IN THAILAND AND INDONESIA GOM MAY CHOOSE TO CRACK- 
DOWN AT THIS EARLY STAGE OE STUDENT ACTIVISM. MALAY 
LANGUAGE NEWSPAPER "UTASAN MALAYSIA " IN AN EDITORIAL WELCOMING 
THE NEW STUDENT FRONT CAUTIONED IT AGAINST BEING INFLUENCED 

BY EVENTS OUTSIDE THE COUNTRY. 
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